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Gospel Reflection for the 5th Sunday in 
Easter - The famous Scottish theologian 
and Biblical scholar, William Barclay (1907-
1978), in his commentary on John’s Gospel 
speaks about the impending gloom of the 
disciples as they are gathered in the upper 
room listening to Jesus’ farewell discourse. 
Soon, their world was going to collapse in 
chaos around them. At such a time, there 
is only one thing to do – stubbornly to 
hold onto trust in God…there comes a 
time when we have to believe that there 
are things which we cannot prove which 
compel us to accept that which we cannot 
understand.  If in the darkest hour, we 
believe that somehow there is a purpose 
in life - and that purpose is love - then 
even the unbearable becomes bearable 
and even in the darkness there is a 
glimmer of light.’  
In today’s Gospel passage we hear Jesus 
telling his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts 
be troubled, trust in God still, and trust in 
me’ [14:1].  He knew that the world of the 
disciples was about to change drastically 
and dramatically.  To prepare them for this 
Jesus tells them to simply trust in him and 
in God.   
We too may find throughout life that there 
are many things that can trouble our own 
hearts - causing us to worry, be nervous, 
confused or scared like the disciples and 
not having a clue on how to progress in 
certain troubling situations. In the face of 
all these things that capture our hearts 
and throw us into disarray, Jesus simply 
asks us to have faith in him and in God.   
Placing our trust in Jesus and in God better 
allows us to trust in ourselves and in 
others in dealing with the troubles and 
challenges in life.  As Barclay points out 
that in ‘our darkest hour we need to 
believe that somehow there is a purpose 
in life - and that purpose is love’.   
Faith in Jesus as the Way, the Truth and 
the Life does not guarantee that we will 
know how the mysteries and troubles of 
life will unfurl. It does however give us an 
assurance that we do not travel that 
difficult road alone. It allows us to believe 
that life’s purpose stems from God’s love 
and that love adds light to our world, even 
in those dark moments.   
The challenge for us is to not allow our 
hearts to be troubled, but simply and 
honestly to place our trust in God and in 
Jesus, the Way, Truth and Life.  

Last Sunday we were challenged to hear 
the voice of the Good Shepherd in our 
lives, among the many other voices that 
ask for our attention.  This week we are 
challenged to have the faith and trust in 
following Him.  
 

Mass intentions - please continue to hand 
in your Mass intentions as normal. The 
priests will continue to offer these Masses 
and pray for them. We will also list them 
on the website as usual. 
 

In your prayers - please continue to 
remember all our sick & housebound, not 
forgetting carers and family members who 
look after them. 
 

Lent Wee Box - as the deadline 
approaches when all money from the Wee 
Box has to be handed in so that the U.K. 
government can double it, it is with 
grateful thanks to everyone that we can 
announce that the magnificent total of 
£3,650 has been raised by St Patrick’s 
parishioners, so far.  This will of course be 
doubled and in addition an extra £513 will 
be added from Gift Aid.  Many thanks to 
all who contributed in these difficult times. 
PS.....it is still not too late to add to the 
above total 

 
Prayer Resources - There are an increasing 
number of valuable resources online that 
are very useful to Catholics during the 
lockdown. One which you may find 
worthwhile is on a website called They 
Kingdom Come, which has issued a range 
of neatly formatted resources, including 
Morning, Evening and Night prayer as well 
as a Pentecost Novena. You may wish to 
share these with parishioners. 
Visit:https://www.thykingdomcome.global
/resources/resources-catholic-church 
 

Please note Live Stream Sunday Mass by 
the Archbishop is at 9am and there is also 
a Mass from Falkirk at 10am 
 
Saints of the Week 

Wed Our Lady of Fatima 

Thu St. Matthias 

Sat Our Lady 

 
 
 
 
 

 

We pray for the repose of the soul of - 
Catherine McCarroll who died on Tuesday. 
We remember her family at this very sad 
time especially under these circumstances. 
May she rest in peace 
 

Update on the Sacraments 
Fist Confession many of the children 
celebrated this Sacrament before the 
schools closed. Those who did not will get 
the opportunity once the schools re-open. 
Confirmation was due to be administered 
to our Primary 7 pupils last Sunday. This 
has been postponed until the Autumn. 
First Holy Communion was due to take 
place on May 9th & 16th. These 
celebrations have also been postponed 
until the Autumn. Dates will be agreed and 
announced once we are fully aware of 
what social distancing measures will be in 
place. 
 

Priest School - a documentary on life at 
the Pontifical Scots College in Rome was 
broadcast last Sunday evening. It is now 
available to view on BBC iPlayer at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m
000hmvf/priest-school.  
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
Please be aware you can pray this prayer 
in the absence of receiving the Eucharist:  
“My Jesus, I believe that You are present 
in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar. I 
love You above all things, and I desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at 
this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart … I 
embrace You as being already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit 
me to be separated from You.” 
 

Our Lady of Fatima – 13th May 
During an archdiocesan pilgrimage to 
Fatima in 2017, the Archbishop dedicated 
the archdiocesan to Our Lady of Fatima. 
The Archbishop has decided to rededicate 
the archdiocese to Our Lady, asking her 
intercession during this very difficult time 
for our world.  More details will be 
released through our Facebook and 
website 
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