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Lent 2021 Lent has begun! What a 
wonderful response to the uptake of 
the ashes for Ash Wednesday - over 
one hundred bags were collected - 
well done! Let us try to keep up our 
plans and intentions to enter into 
spirit of the season, by participating in 
the three chief exercise: Prayer, 
Fasting & Almsgiving. To assist you in 
your prayer life during Lent, there are 
a variety of resources available on our 
own website and the Archdiocese for 
all ages including children. For those 
who do not have access to a printer 
there are paper copies at the front 
door of the chapel house. 
 
SCIAF WEEBOX - UPDATE 
Wee Boxes will be available from 
today, Sunday.  These can be picked 
up from the Chapel house porch and 
we hope to hand deliver some too. 
We are very fortunate again this year 
to have UK Aid Match.  This means 
that every £1 donated before 11th 
May will be matched by the UK 
government. The money will go to 
South Sudan, where a generation of 
children with disabilities are locked 
out of an education and trapped in a 
cycle of poverty. They may have no 
access to support services or hospitals 
for treatment.  They may face stigma 
and exclusion. Thank you for 
continuing to support SCIAF in these 
difficult times. For more details on 
SCIAF see their website at: 
https://www.sciaf.org.uk/resources/5
71-your-wee-box-social-media-pack 
 

 
 

INSPIRE - Lent Talks register now for 
the Archdiocese’s INSPIRE series for 
Lent. Guest speakers will guide you 
prayerfully through the season. On 
Zoom, 7-8pm.  
TALK 2: Songs of the Redemption: The 
Benedictine Liturgy of the Hours, with 
Brother Joseph Carron. 7pm, Tue 02 
Mar. Register: bit.ly/LentCarron.  
TALK 3: Prayer as a Relationship 
Reflected in St Teresa of Avila, with Sr 
Sally Rollo. 7pm, Tue 16 March. 
Register:  bit.ly/LentRollo 
TALK 4: Praying the Passion according 
to St Mark, with Archbishop Leo 
Cushley. 7pm, Tue 23 March. 
Register: bit.ly/LentCushley 
 
Pro-Life Stations of the Cross 
organised by the Archdiocesan Pro-Life 
Office, will take place each Monday 
evening of Lent at 7:45pm. The 
Stations will be followed by a short 
reflection by one of our priests. You 
can register now on Eventbrite:  
standrewsandedinburgh.eventbrite.c
om 
 
Archbishop Cushley celebrates Sunday 
Mass at 9.30am every week, please 
visit https://archedinburgh.org/watch-
sunday-mass-with-archbishop-cushley 
to watch. 
 
Faith in the Time of Covid Archbishop 
Cushley invites you to join a series of 
Sunday talks from distinguished 
speakers who will offer their thoughts 
and approach to the pandemic. Each 
event lasts 30 mins. 
Rt Hon Gordon Brown, 5pm, 21 Feb. 
Register bit.ly/FaithCovid-Brown 
 

Baptisms The next course will be 
Tuesday, 9th March. If you wish your 
child baptised after the lock down, 
please email the parish office and 
book a space for this.  
 

St. Joseph’s Prayer Books have arrived 
and we hope to get them delivered 
this week.  Many thanks to all the 
volunteers who have agreed to deliver 
the prayer books. Please note the 
Prayer Books will be in a sealed 
envelope for 72 hours before being 
delivered. 
 
Archdiocesan YouTube channel If you 
miss any event from the Archdiocese 
find it at bit.ly/ArchYouTube. Latest 
upload is ‘Fire & Water: The Power of 
the Sacraments, a talk by Sr Anna 
Marie McGuan.   
 

Archdiocesan Directory is available 
from the front door of the chapel 
house, priced £3. 
 
Fundraising 2021 
Ask yourself this question? Do you 
shop online? If the answer is YES,  then 
you can now help to raise funds for St. 
Patrick's Parish, Kilsyth. It's FREE, you 
shop online  as normal and the Parish 
gets a donation every time you spend, 
it doesn't matter if it is a small or large 
purchase every penny counts. So far 
31 people have helped us raise over 
£64, we thank you for your support. 
It is so easy to join all you need is an 
email address and you are good to go. 
Visit https://www.easyfundraising.org.
uk/ to create an account. 
Over 4,300 retailers take part in this. 
So what are you waiting for sign up 
now and support your parish. 
 
In your prayers Please continue to 
remember all our sick and 
housebound, not forgetting carers and 
family members who look after them. 
 

Last Weekend Collections. Once again 
thank you for your ongoing generosity. 
Offertory: £409 and Fabric: £62.60.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
 

Monday Chair of St. Peter 
Tuesday St. Polycarp 
Saturday         Our Lady 
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1st Sunday of Lent Reflection  
The first two Sundays in Lent 
always contain two significant 
events in the ministry of Jesus: His 
temptation in the desert and his 
Transfiguration on Mt Tabor.  These 
two events are connected: the 
temptation of Jesus in the desert 
invites us to journey into our inner 
selves and recognise the elements 
of our lives that need to be purged 
– those things that keep us from 
living out the Christian call to 
holiness.  The Transfiguration 
invites us to fill our lives with the 
hope of the Resurrection as we 
experience the glory of Jesus. 
This year in Mark's Gospel (1:12-
13), in two short verses, we're told 
the very fundamentals.  Jesus is 
driven into the desert by the Spirit, 
where He remains for forty days.  
While in the desert, Jesus is 
tempted by the Devil, is with the 
wild beasts, and Angels tended to 
Him.   
At His baptism, the Spirit of God 
descended on Jesus in the form of a 
dove.  It is the same Spirit that 
drives Him into the desert.  The 
Spirit as the driving force of His 
movement there, will also be His 
guide and protector.  The presence 
of Satan and the wild beasts in the 
desert are balanced by the fact that 
this same Spirit is with Him and 
that Angels minister to Him.  The 
aim of Satan is to tempt Jesus away 
from His goal – the announcement 
and establishment of the Kingdom 
of God. 
Many of us can feel an amount of 
guilt and shame when temptations 
come our way.  We need to 
remember that even the great 
saints were tempted many times in 
their lives.  In fact, the closer we 
are to God, the more Satan tries to 
tempt us away from God.    
Lent becomes a time for us to 
confront our temptations so that 
we are able to control them, rather 
than the temptations controlling 
our actions.  We need to welcome 
this invitation to move into the 

desert, with the help of the Holy 
Spirit, as a means for a new and 
more faith-filled life.  We pray that 
as we move out of the desert after 
our forty days of Lent, we may be in 
a better position to take up the 
challenge to proclaim the nearness 
of the Kingdom of God in word and 
deed, since we have 
 


