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Gospel Reflection for the 4th Sunday in 
Easter - In today’s Gospel [John 10:1-10] 
Jesus presents himself using the imagery 
of a shepherd who calls his sheep by name 
and as the gateway to the sheepfold. He 
suggests that those who enter through 
Him will find safety by being able to freely 
enter the pasture that he offers. He also 
hints to other shepherds – bad ones - as 
thieves who have ‘come to only steal, kill 
and destroy’, whereas he gives ‘life to the 
full’.  
Shepherds at the time of Jesus had small 
flocks and there was a close bond between 
the shepherd and the sheep. He cared for 
them during the day, taking them out to 
good and wholesome pastures. During the 
night, there was a local common enclosure 
where shepherds would bring their small 
flocks together (a sheepfold) for safety – 
an enclosure that had only one entry and 
exit. In the morning, the respective 
shepherds would come and collect their 
sheep and take them out to the various 
pastures: the sheep would recognise the 
presence and voice of the one calling them 
and so would follow reassuringly.    
With this imagery of Jesus portraying 
himself as the shepherd who calls his 
sheep by name and the gate of the 
sheepfold, he is depicting how he himself 
is the means through which we have life, 
nourishment and security in our spiritual 
lives as his disciples. If we, his sheep, are 
to spiritually flourish and grow, then we 
need to come and go through Him. If we 
stay in the fold, we diminish, spiritually for 
lack of good pastures. If we do not return 
to the fold, but stay on the hillsides, then 
we are at risk of thieves and brigands. So 
daily, as members of his fold we need to 
go through Jesus for that vital and 
continual interaction which brings us 
nourishment, growth and protection. 
In a world that has many different, and 
often quite dangerous voices bidding for 
our attention, I can ask myself - am I 
attuned to the voice and of Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd and am I prepared to 
follow it into the fullness of life?  It is only 
through careful, continual and vital 
interaction with Jesus that we ‘will hear 
his voice’, ‘will be safe’; ‘can go freely in  
and out’ and ‘can be sure of finding good 
pasture’. Jesus came in order that ‘we may 
have life and have it to the full.’ [v.10]. 

Mass intentions - please continue to hand 
in your Mass intentions as normal. The 
priests will continue to offer these Masses 
and pray for them. We will also list them 
on the website as usual. 
 

In your prayers In your prayers - please 
continue to remember all our sick & 
housebound, not forgetting carers and 
family members who look after them. 
 

Offertory Envelopes - at this time we feel 
we should not be talking about and 
certainly not asking for funding but, we 
still have a number of offertory envelopes 
to be collected for the new tax year. If you 
wish us to post them out to you or if you 
would rather collect them, please contact 
the chapel house. 
 

Please note Live Stream Sunday Mass by 
the Archbishop is at 9am and there is also 
a Mass from Falkirk at 10am 
 

Lent Wee Box - grateful thanks to 
everyone who has already returned their 
SCIAF Wee Box. In spite of the Church 
being closed, you have managed to raise 
the wonderful sum of £3,045.03 which will 
be doubled by the U.K. Government.  In 
addition we hope to get around £490 in 
Gift Aid.  Well done everyone! But it’s not 
too late to hand in any outstanding 
boxes/monies.  Please do so ASAP. 
 
Priest School - a documentary on life at 
the Pontifical Scots College in Rome was 
broadcast last Sunday evening. It is now 
available to view on BBC iPlayer at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m
000hmvf/priest-school.  
 
Prayer Resources - There are an increasing 
number of valuable resources online that 
are very useful to Catholics during the 
lockdown. One which you may find 
worthwhile is on a website called They 
Kingdom Come, which has issued a range 
of neatly formatted resources, including 
Morning, Evening and Night prayer as well 
as a Pentecost Novena. You may wish to 
share these with parishioners. 
Visit:https://www.thykingdomcome.global
/resources/resources-catholic-church 
 
 
 

Update on the Sacraments 
 

Fist Confession many of the children 
celebrated this Sacrament before the 
schools closed. Those who did not, will get 
the opportunity once the schools re-open. 
 

Confirmation was due to be administered 
to our Primary 7 pupils last Sunday. This 
has been postponed until the autumn. 
 

First Holy Communion was due to take 
place on May 9th & 16th. These 
celebrations have also been postponed 
until the autumn. Dates will be agreed and 
announced once we are fully aware of 
what social distancing measures will be in 
place. 
 
Message for the Children preparing for 
First Holy Communion 
Dear boys and girls, this month was 
supposed to be a very special one when 
you were to receive your First Holy 
Communion. A day when you would have 
been joined by your family and friends in 
the church, followed by a party in the hall 
and a day you and your families would 
remember for the rest of your lives. 
Why is this? 
Because it is the day you truly receive 
Jesus in Holy Communion for the very first 
time. When we receive Jesus in Holy 
Communion, we become more like the 
person we have just received.  I do hope 
you are not too disappointed that First 
Holy Communion has been delayed until 
the autumn. Can I ask you all, during this 
month of May, month of Our Lady, Mary 
the mother of Jesus, to ask her 
intercession that our world will very soon 
return to normal, when you will be able to 
see and meet up with your family and 
friends, and of course return to school. 
Could I also ask you to consider having a 
small altar/prayer corner in your home - a 
place that you and your family can come 
together to pray. Looking forward to 
seeing you all very soon. 
 
God bless you all, Fr. Daniel. 
 
My Day by Day for June and July - have 
arrived and can be collected at the front 
the door of the chapel house. 
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