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Ss. Peter & Paul Reflection 
Today, as a church we are remembering and 
celebrating two of God’s most unlikely heroes: 
Peter and Paul.  Each in their own way carried 
on the mission and ministry of Jesus as they 
proclaimed the gospel through their words and 
actions as missionary disciples in the early 
church. 
Peter we know knew Jesus for at least three 
years. He was one of his closest friends and 
followers. He heard Jesus speak and teach, he 
saw Jesus work miracles. He was witness to all 
that happed to Jesus. Unlike Peter, Paul on the 
other hand never actually met Jesus, but he did 
experience Jesus in a most profound way. Yet 
both of these Disciples of Christ became 
founding pillars of the early church. This 
Sunday’s Gospel presents us with a vital and 
significant moment in the relationship between 
Jesus and his disciples.  In this part of his 
Gospel Matthew relates two questions, which 
Jesus asks of his disciples, followed by a 
blessing and commissioning of Peter, based on 
his proclamation of faith in Jesus as the 
Messiah. A similar experience as this brought 
about the conversion of Paul. 
He asks them two questions: ‘who do people 
say I am?’ and secondly, ‘who do you say I am?’   
To the first question, the disciples give the 
obvious answers: John the Baptist, the Prophet 
Elijah or one of the other prophets. The second 
question is rather more pointed and personal.  
It asks the disciples to make a personal 
commitment with regard to their belief in the 
person of Jesus.  Simon Peter, as usual makes 
the statement on behalf of the others: ‘you are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God’.  
It is noteworthy that only at this time does 
Jesus speak of ‘Church’ and its foundations’.  It 
is only when Jesus could elicit from his disciples 
a basic faith statement with regard to his 
person that he could speak to them of 
“Church” because any significant 
understanding and appreciation of the concept 
of Church is determined by the way in which 
we think of and believe in the person of Jesus. 
Jesus and church go together.  Jesus called 
Peter who denied him and Paul who 
persecuted him to be his witnesses; so why 
wouldn’t the same Jesus call you and me today 
to be his witness and followers. Are we so 
different from these two men? If Jesus were to 
ask me the same question he asks of the 
disciples in our Gospel today, what would be 
my answer based on the level of my faith and 
appreciation of God’s depth and richness.   
 
A word of thanks  
To the many volunteers who during the 
‘lockdown’ have continued to look after the 
grounds, parish minibus and to the three 
painters maintaining the property. Greatly 
appreciated. 

Please note Live Stream Sunday Mass by the 
Archbishop is at 9am and there is a Mass from 
Falkirk at 10am. 
 
Sunday Collection for the Past 3 Weeks 
Collection £1013 and Fabric £121. Thank you 
for your generosity during these difficult and 
challenging times. It is greatly appreciated. 
 
Act of Spiritual Communion 
Please be aware you can pray this prayer in the 
absence of receiving the Eucharist:  
“My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You 
above all things, and I desire to receive You into 
my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive 
You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 
my heart … I embrace You as being already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 
permit me to be separated from you.” 
 
In your prayers 
Please continue to remember all our sick & 
housebound, not forgetting carers and family 
members who look after them. 
 
Saints of the Week 
 

Wed First Martyrs of Rome 

Fri St. Thomas 

Sat Our Lady & St. Elizabeth Portugal 

 
We are Open! 
The re-opening of the chapel went very well. 
This is to continue for a few further weeks or 
until we hear from the Scottish Government. 
We are so glad people are back praying in our 
spiritual home in front of the true Presence of 
Jesus in the Tabernacle. Please continue to visit 
(colour coded daily tickets are available from 
the front door of the chapel house). Just a 
reminder when entering the chapel – please do 
so via the large car park door and exit, if able, 
via chapel house side. Always remember to 
bring your mask and wear at all times, sanitise 
your hands at the various points on arrival and 
follow directions from Welcomers/Pass 
keepers. Confessions will be available on 
Sunday and Saturday 10 to 11am and 
Wednesday 7 to 8pm in the sacristy. For 
further updates, please visit our website or FB. 
 
We celebrate the Solemnity of Peter and Paul 
Second collection will be forwarded to Pope 
Francis to assist him in the administration of St. 
Peter’s and charitable requests he receives 
 
May the angels lead them into Paradise 
Please remember in your prayers David Millar, 
Peter Healy & Anne Marie Robertson who 
both died in the past week.  We also remember 
their families at this very sad and difficult time. 

School Summer Break 
Has begun! The past four months have been 
very challenging, emotionally and difficult for 
all of us, but more so, for our children and staff 
in our schools who have had great disruption to 
their very young lives. Let’s pray that everyone 
can enjoy the summer holidays, however they 
may be spent this year, and that our staff and 
pupils return for the new academic year in 
August refreshed and prepared for a different 
approach to school life. 

 
Family Planning – God’s Way – Nature’s Way 
The Billing Ovulation Method of Natural 
Planning is 99% effective in avoiding pregnancy 
with no side effects. This method is also very 
helpful for couples having difficulty conceiving 
and is a natural alternative to IVF. For an 
information pack or details of a tutor in your 
area, please contact Fertility Care Scotland HO 
– 0141 221 0858 or email 
info@fertilitycare.org.uk 
  

Reflection – Psalm 23 
 

The Lord is my Shepherd = That’s 
Relationship! 
I shall not want = That’s Supply! 
He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures = That’s Rest! 
He leadeth me beside the still waters = 
That’s Refreshment! 
He restoreth my soul = That’s Healing! 
He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness = That’s Guidance! 
For His name’s sake = That’s Purpose! 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death = That’s Testing! 
I will fear no evil = That’s Protection! 
For thou art with me = That’s Faithfulness! 
Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me = 
That’s Discipline! 
Thou prepares a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies = That’s Hope! 
Thou annointest my head with oil = That’s 
Consecration! 
My cup runneth over = That’s Abundance! 
Surely, goodness and mercy will follow me 
all the days of my life = That’s Blessings! 
Moreover, I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord = That’s Security! 
Forever = That’s Eternity! 
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